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million volunteers have earned the respect
of a thankful Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America
and Honorary Chairman of the American
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim the month
of March 1993 as American Red Cross
Month. I urge all Americans to continue their
generous support of the Red Cross and its
chapters nationwide.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:56 p.m., March 18, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 22.

Proclamation 6536—National Poison
Prevention Week, 1993
March 17, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since its inception more than three dec-

ades ago, the annual observance of National
Poison Prevention Week has saved lives.
Along with year-round educational programs
in the public and private sectors, this annual
campaign for awareness has helped to reduce
dramatically the number of fatal accidental
poisonings among children. In the effort to
protect every child from poisoning, which is
nearly always preventable, we renew our
commitment to informing parents, grand-
parents, and other adults about the impor-
tance of protecting children in their homes.
The urgency of our efforts is underscored by
the fact that, according to the American As-
sociation of Poison Control Centers, nearly

1,000,000 children each year are exposed to
potentially harmful medicines and household
chemicals.

During National Poison Prevention Week,
activities are coordinated by the Poison Pre-
vention Week Council, a coalition of 37 na-
tional organizations whose members are de-
termined to stop accidental poisonings. The
Council distributes valuable information that
is used by the staffs of poison control centers,
pharmacists, public health officials, and oth-
ers as they conduct poison prevention pro-
grams in their communities. The United
States Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion provides a Commission member to serve
as Secretary of the Poison Prevention Week
Council each year. Since 1972, the Commis-
sion has required child-resistant packaging
for certain medicines and household chemi-
cals, preventing countless tragedies.

Every American can help to protect chil-
dren with simple safety measures, such as
using child-resistant packaging and securing
potentially dangerous substances out of the
reach of children. This week I encourage all
Americans to become more aware of poten-
tial hazards in their homes and to eliminate
them.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681),
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation designating the third
week of March of each year as National Poi-
son Prevention Week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning
March 21, 1993, as National Poison Preven-
tion Week. I urge all Americans to observe
this week by participating in appropriate pro-
grams and activities and by learning how to
prevent accidental poisonings among chil-
dren.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
5:08 p.m., March 18, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 22.

Remarks to Treasury Department
Employees
March 18, 1993

Thank you very much. Secretary Bentsen
and ladies and gentlemen, thank you for that
wonderful reception.

I have looked forward to this day when
I might come to the Treasury for some time,
and with somewhat mixed feelings. I read
about this building since I was a boy. I re-
member, in the periods of my life when I
was absolutely absorbed in the Civil War,
reading about the trips that President Lin-
coln used to make across the street to come
to the Treasury Department. I learned today
from the Secretary that in 1830 the employ-
ees burned this building down. You know,
I’ve done a lot to increase people’s sense of
empowerment, but I hope I didn’t overdo
it. [Laughter] I’ve also, quite frankly, heard
that I would be humbled to the point of em-
barrassment if I walked into the offices of
either the Secretary or the Deputy Secretary
of the Treasury, that they would make the
White House look like public housing.
[Laughter] So I thought I’d show up and see.

Years ago, the whole Government used to
be within walking distance of the White
House, and I’m glad the Treasury still is. I’m
glad that so many of you have worked so hard
to help to put together the economic pro-
gram that is now making its way through the
Congress. And I want to thank you for that,
and to echo what Secretary Bentsen said: that
most Americans literally would have no idea,
they would be staggered to know the hours
that were put in by public servants in the
preparation of this program and in the his-
toric speed with which it was put together.
I hope that you did it not only because you
were here and it was your job but because
you know what Americans feel, and that is
that our national security today is tied as
never before to our economic security, and

that if we do not regain control of our eco-
nomic destiny, we will soon lose the ability
not only to provide for a future for our chil-
dren but to lead the world that has come
to look to us. That’s why I asked the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to serve on the Na-
tional Security Council as well as on the Na-
tional Economic Council; and why, when he
met to meet with the leaders of the other
G–7 nations and found himself treated with
such respect, he helped us in the conduct
of American foreign policy as much as in the
conduct of American domestic economic pol-
icy.

Our policy is a team effort. I tried to con-
vince the White House staff and all of my
Cabinet of that, and I say that to you. In
Lloyd Bentsen, I think we have a Secretary
of the Treasury with the unique capacity to
command respect, not only in the halls of
this building and among the financial leaders
of the country but also in the Congress and
in the world’s financial and political capitals.
And that is an invaluable asset. He’s been
my neighbor for a long time. I’ve known him
for nearly 20 years and admired him for a
long time. And when we were riding the bus
on one of my numerous bus trips, this one
across Texas, I made up my mind then that
if the people elected me President of the
United States that I would ask him to be-
come Secretary of the Treasury. I think it’s
been a pretty good decision.

He has sought here in Deputy Secretary
Altman, an old and trusted friend of mine
of many, many years. We went to college to-
gether. He made money; I went into politics.
[Laughter] Until I was elected President, my
mother was absolutely convinced he had
made the right decision. [Laughter] In
Under Secretary-Designate Newman and
Under Secretary-Designate Summers, and so
many others, I think we have a rare combina-
tion of intellect and experience, of people
who are committed to making this country
into the high-wage, high-growth nation that
it ought to be.

In all the employees of the Treasury De-
partment I have seen, I’ve noticed a rare
commitment to serve this Nation conscien-
tiously. And I must say, with the recent trage-
dies freshly in our minds, I think that we
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